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Union Internationale pour la Conservation de la Nature et de ses Ressources,Switzerland. Paperback. Book
Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Top 50 Mediterranean Island Plants: Wild Plants at the Brink of Extinction and
What is Needed to Save Them, Bertrand de Montmollin, Wendy Strahm, This book is composed of 50 descriptive
sheets of species which are especially threatened, based on IUCN Red List criteria. Each sheet gives a description
of the species with illustrations and maps, emphasizing the threats to the species, existing conservation
measures and additional measures needed for their conservation. Aimed at the Layman, the text is easily
accessible to the non-botanist. The Mediterranean region is renowned as one of our planet's main cradles of
culture and civilization. However, it is easy to forget that the region also houses an extraordinary natural
heritage, which has resulted in it being identified among the 200 most important ecoregions in the world (Olson
and Dinnerstein, 1998), as well as considered as one of the 34 global "hotspots" for conservation priority
(Mittermeier et al., 2004). Throughout history, the Mediterranean has inspired researchers who have catalogued
its fauna and flora. While most birds and mammals found in the region also live elsewhere in neighbouring
parts of Europe, Africa and Asia, this is not the case for the plant life of which many species are unique to the
Mediterranean. The great number of islands in the region covering a wide range of altitudes has allowed new
species to evolve, as well as provide refugia for others to survive. For thousands of years nature in the
Mediterranean has been shaped by people, who have known how to use natural resources as well as develop
their diversity. However, for the past few decades this has not been the case. The introduction of intensive
agriculture, infrastructure, urbanization and...
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